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Letter from the editor 

Audrey Abrahams 
 

 We’re very excited to be putting out 

our very first edition of the Willard Phoe-

nix News this year! In the world news and 

politics sections, we have articles about 

current events, like the England terrorist 

attacks, DACA, confederate monuments, 

the Las Vegas shooting,  the many hurri-

canes around the country, and the Califor-

nia fires. We have interesting opinion piec-

es about veganism, GMOs, nuclear energy, 

Canada Vs. America, and more.  

 There’s lots to read about in the en-

tertainment section, including puzzles, 

comics, short stories, and articles about 

everything from harmful Kylie Jenner lip 

kits to articles about 2017 trends and 

events. In the human rights section you can 

learn about what’s happening in Chechnya, 

#TakeTheKnee, Trump’s transgender mili-

tary ban, and transgender rights. Everyone 

has been working really hard to make this 

issue great, especially while we’ve been 

trying to figure out how to fix the glitches 

with the publishing software we’re using. 

This year we’re hoping to put out at least 

three newspapers, and we’ll be designing 

the yearbook which you can pre-order 

now.   
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World News 
 

Hurricane Irma: A natural Disaster 
By: Elina Suska 

 

 

 The 11th of September: Hurricane Irma has been harsh 

for millions of people. According to the Washington Post, 

there have been potential flash floods, staggering rainfall, 

and there has been up to 15 inches of rain possible in 

some areas of the Panhandle and southern Georgia. There 

has also been thousands of flight cancellations,\ Atlanta’s 

busiest airport, the Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta Internation-

al Airport, has cancelled around 800 flights. Irma’s impact 

has left over 6 million people without power. According 

to the Washington Post, the final phase of hurricane Irma 

was major flooding in the southeast states. According to 

the New York Times, the storm has been downgraded 

from a hurricane to a tropical storm, but as Governor Rick 

Scott said in a TV news interview “We have got to make 

sure people still understand it is still dangerous. Every-

body has got to be patient as we work through this.”  

 
 The 12th of September: According to The Guardian, 

10 deaths were reported across the USA in Haiti, the 

country’s civil protection agency reported its first death, 

bringing the Caribbean death toll to 37. The hurricane’s 

reach stretched across Florida. More than 6 million people 

were without power, 2 million of them in communities 

around the cities of Miami. Donald Trump, spoke at a 

9/11 memorial at the Pentagon on Monday, said the gov-

ernment stood behind the victims of Irma.

 Hurricane Irma was a terrible disaster, to 

this day we are still trying to mend the damage 

that it has done. It started August 30th, 2017 and 

ended Sept. 16, 2017 which was a total of 17 days. 

The highest winds were 185mph and did a total of 

$62.87 billion US dollars. In conclusion, Irma was 

probably one of the worst hurricanes of all time. 

 

Plastic is Contaminating Our  

Tap Water! 
By: Erin Bartholomew 

 

 Have you ever wondered 

why people make such a fuss 

over how we are polluting and 

littering our earth?  Well, we are 

and here is one example, the tap 

water that you have been drink-

ing is most likely contaminated 

with plastic microfibers.  Yes, 

the U.S. is even the country 

that, from what the samples show (from an experi-

ment conducted by Orb Media) contains the most 

plastic fibres, at 94%.   

So what are these plastic fibres and microfi-

bres? Plastic microfibers are little pieces of plastic 

that break down over time, but don’t break down 

completely. They become small, so tiny, that they 

are not even visible anymore, but they are still 

there. 

It’s not just our water that is contaminated, 

our honey, sugar, beer, even our bottled water, and 

of course, our seafood all contain plastic fibres. 

The amount of plastic in our ocean is astonishing. 

That means that the fish are consuming the plas-

tic.  Yes, it’s affecting our fish and wildlife, and 

Dr. Sherri Mason, a microplastic expert, says, “We 

have enough data from looking at wildlife, and the 

impacts that it’s having on wildlife, to be con-

cerned, if it’s impacting (wildlife), then how do 

we think that it’s not going to somehow impact 

us?” 

You may be thinking that this doesn’t matter 

if you consume a little plastic. Yes it does!  There 

are actually two main concerns with the results of 

the experiment.  The fact that there are plastic mi-

crobes in our water, and the chemicals that they 

contain.  Yes, those plastics in the water could 

lead to cancer and other illnesses.
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$100 million to $6 or $7 million! Some of SpaceX’s  past 

accomplishments are landing the stages and then reusing 

them, lowering the cost dramatically; and the Falcon 9, a 

rocket which successfully delivered a commercial com-

munications satellite, Intelsat 35e, into a GEO (geo-

synchronous equatorial orbit). Also known as a geosta-

tionary orbit, according to Space.com, this is a circular 

orbit, 35,786 kilometers above earth’s equator, following 

the direction of the earth’s rotation. 

 

 A huge new development at SpaceX is the Falcon 

Heavy. It was launched on February 27, 2017. According 

to the official SpaceX website, The Falcon Heavy can lift 

more than twice the payload of the Delta IV Heavy, the 

“next closest operational vehicle”. The Falcon Heavy has 

three stages, or parts. Stage one is composed of three Fal-

con 9 engine cores, which each have 9 merlin engines, 

generating more than 5 million pounds at liftoff, and 

22,819 kilonewtons of thrust.  

 Merlin engines are a family or type of rocket engine 

made by SpaceX and designed for the Falcon 1, Falcon 9 

and Falcon Heavy launch vehicles. These engines make 

the Falcon Heavy the most cost-effective heavy-lift vehi-

cle in the world. The rocket can also carry the Dragon 

Spacecraft (another rocket).  The 2nd stage draws from 

the Falcon 9 design, and minimizes stage separation 

events and reliability. This stage will deliver the payload 

into space once the engines cut off and the cores separate. 

A very convenient feature on this stage is that the engines 

can be restarted multiple times, and still successfully 

complete it’s mission. The Falcon Heavy will be the most 

powerful rocket in the world by a factor of two when it 

launches, able to lift 54 metric tons into orbit (119,000 

lbs.). It is designed to bring humans and large payloads 

into space, restoring the possibility of flying missions to 

the moon and to mars! 
 
 
 

 
 The experiment tested samples of tap water, 

from all five continents, and various cities.   The 

average amount of plastic found in tap water was 

83%.  The range of plastic fibres (found in tap 

water samples) was 72% (countries including 

UK, Germany, and France) to 94% (U.S.).   

  There are things to do to fight this problem, 

because even though we recycle and incinerate 

20% of our plastics, it’s the other 80% that comes 

back to haunt us.  That 80% of the plastic end up 

everywhere, the oceans, air, food, etc.  There are 

so many ways that we are giving our earth plas-

tic.  In one washing machine load, a mere fleece 

jacket can give off 1,900 synthetic fibres.  So for 

a start, don’t wash your jacket if it’s not dirty.  Or 

get plastic out of our oceans.  There are shoreline 

cleanups you can go to.  There are so many things 

that you can do.  Every little bit helps.  Every 

piece of plastic that you pick up could save an 

animal from eating it, and you can prevent the 

case of a certain species from getting extinct. 

 

SpaceX 
By Rosalena Walter-Welch 

 

 Elon Musk is the CEO of SpaceX, a space 

program like  the National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA). SpaceX has made huge 

progress in rocket science because of Musk. 

Musk has been the first CEO to try to land and 

reuse rockets. According to Wikipedia, the 

SpaceX rockets are already the cheapest kind of 

rocket, and with the goal to create a reusable 

rocket the price of each rocket could go from 
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Nuclear Energy 

An Unlikely Savior 
 

By Harry Waterman 

 

 
 
 

Solar, wind, hydroelectric, hydrothermal, tid-

al, etc. These “green” solutions have been in our 

minds since the beginning of our education. But real-

ly, the search for clean energy is over. The truth is, 

we are just reluctant to accept it. Nuclear energy is 

now safer, more effective, and ready to be become 

even more so. Humans are getting more and more 

paranoid about nuclear power after the Chernobyl and 

Fukushima incidents. The Chernobyl reactor was an 

nuclear reactor that in 1986 melted down due to poor 

maintenance. The area was contaminated for a long 

time. Fukushima was a similar disaster that was 

caused by a devastating tsunami.   But really these 

insecurities are fueled by fake information and biased 

news. Before we dive into why nuclear energy is ben-

eficial to us, let’s first ask, “what is nuclear energy?” 

 Essentially, when an atom is split, a LOT of 

energy is released—enough to create a massive 

amount of heat. This process is 100% green, meaning 

no carbon dioxide is emitted, unlike coal or 

gas.  Nuclear energy is the most efficient energy 

source we have.  Pound for pound, Uranium has 

about 1,000,000 times the energy than oil.  But unfor-

tunately, nuclear energy has been given a bad name 

by some of the disasters it has caused. Namely, Cher-

nobyl. This catastrophe rattled people all over the 

world and put the nuclear energy movement at a 

standstill. The truth was, Chernobyl was a very old 

reactor with outdated technology and poor mainte-

nance. With new technology, we could revolutionize 

the nuclear energy business. Energy could become 

cheap.  Too cheap to meter.  Gasoline and oil would 

be obliterated. The world would be a much better 

place.  Our global climate change problems would be 

solved. 

But how does nuclear energy help countries 

around the world? As of 2017, sixteen countries 

around the world rely on nuclear power for over a 

quarter of their energy. One notable country in that 

list is France. The French get three quarters of their 

energy from nuclear power, and they are said to be 

switching to all renewable energy by 2023. Some say 

that nuclear is not the answer, due to the waste that 

needs to be stored. Think about it this way: Our pow-

er sources, fossil fuels, will last about another fifty 

years. Nuclear power can help us make it through the 

years after that while we figure out new ways to pow-

er our civilization.  Because nuclear waste can last a 

long time underground without causing any harm. 

The real place we messed up: diesel. These 

cars were sold to us as a “cleaner” alternative than 

gas powered cars. This was a lie. New studies have 

found that many cars using diesel fuel (chiefly from 

Volkswagen) were actually much worse for the envi-

ronment. How can you help the clean energy move-

ment? Some things you can do before nuclear energy 

hits the earth is to cut down on your driving. By bik-

ing and walking more you can spare the air, and save 

some money. Also, try to eat locally and try to eat 

foods with a smaller carbon footprint. Overall, nucle-

ar energy can be beneficial to the world, and we can 

even see it this generation. 
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London Terrorist Attacks 
                               By Emily Scheuer 

 

 Some of recent news has been involved with 

London having suffered terrorist attacks. The Islamic 

State has said that they planned many of these attacks. 

Let's take a look at two of these attacks. 
 

Ariana Grande Concert 
 

 At around 10:30 

May 23, 2017 a suicide 

bombing occurred just 

after an Ariana Grande 

Concert at  the Manches-

ter Stadium. The bomber 

was later identified as 

Salman Abedi who was 

connected with The Is-

lamic State or ISIS. The 

bombing took place at an 

Ariana Grande concert 

whose fanbase is mainly 

children. Many of these 

children attended the 

concert and were injured and killed in the attack. 

Twenty two people were identified dead from loving 8 

year old fans to mums bringing them to the concert. 

The bomb was set off by the exit as fans were just 

leaving the concert. The arena went dark once the 

singer was off stage and then the bomb went off.. 

 Directly after the bombing the Prime Minister of 

England, Theresa May said, “We will not let the ter-

rorists win”. She is trying to not have too much panic 

but for there still to raise awareness. Ariana Grande 

first got her fame from the former Nickelodeon show 

“Victorious” and then later from the sequel “Sam and 

Cat”. After she earned her fame she started singing 

and made the hit album “Yours Truly”. She continued 

singing since then and has made many top hit songs 

including “Bang Bang” and “Problem”. She is famous 

for being able to sing high pitches and wearing her 

famous hairstyle the half up half down. When the 

bombing took place Grande was on tour for her album 

“Dangerous Women”. 

 After the bombing Grande was clarified as being 

“ok” after the bombing. However, the singer felt deep-

ly sorry the fans that were killed due to the bombing. 

12 days later the singer paused her tour and held a 

concert in honor for fans killed in the bombing. Many 

other artists came like Justin Beiber, Miley Cyrus, and 

Little Mix showed up to the concert to perform. Eve-

ryone who had showed up to the prior concert with the 

bombing was invited to come to this concert. The con-

cert was called “One Love Manchester”. 8 year old 

Scarlet Jea spoke her opinion saying that she was 

"really happy to come tonight, it is good for Ariana, it 

wasn't her fault what happened." 

 

London Bridge Attack 

 

 
 

 Another attack was conquered on June 3rd, 2017. 

A van whirled off the road on the London Bridge and 

bashed into pedestrians and visitors to the area. Three 

of the terrorists ran from the van and soon came into 

busy restaurants and bars. The main weapons they 

used were knifes and they were seen stabbing pedes-

trians going about their day. Florin Morariu a chef and 

witness to the attack said that he froze and “didn’t 

know what to do”. Luckily the London Metropolitan 

Police shot the attackers in a short amount of time. 

The police found the men wearing what seemed from 

appearance to look like suicide vests but then were 

found to be fake. 

 The death toll was forty-eight injured/

hospitalized and seven dead. ISIS claimed responsibil-

ity for this attack just like they claimed responsibility 

for the Ariana Grande concert attack. Another witness 

of the attacks said that “they went ‘this is for Allah’”. 

The attackers were a group of three who when they 

fled the van, all ran in separate directions. The attack 

took place right off of the London Bridge in a group 

of restaurants, cafes, and bars called Borough Market. 

While the whole event was taking place many wit-

nesses said that there was so much commotion hap-

pening around them and that they just didn’t know 

what to do. Another thing that many witnesses said 

was that a lot of people threw things like chairs and 

beer bottles attempting to stop the attackers. None of 

the perpetrators went to jail because they were imme-

diately shot to death in order to bring the attack to a 

holt. 
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Overall, today the ISIS terrorist attacks on London are 

still a problem and worry to many citizens. After 

many of the attacks the prime minister of the United 

Kingdom said that “it is time to say, enough is 

enough”. 

 

Hurricane Maria’s Devastating  

Effects on Puerto Rico 
By: Audrey Abrahams, Erin Bartholomew 

 

 Puerto Rico is in a crisis. Hurricane Maria cut 

through the island, flooding and destroying every-

thing, and killing at least 48 people. Many people in 

Puerto Rico are also without the medicine and care 

they need, like insulin or dialysis. This could and 

probably will kill more people.  It destroyed homes, 

stripped trees, killed crops, and ripped apart roads.  

 

 
 

 Another serious problem  is the possibility of the 

Guajataca Dam failing, a major dam in Puerto Rico, 

that developed a crack during Hurricane Maria. The 

high hazard dam hadn’t been inspected since 2013, 

even though dams are supposed to be checked every 1

-2 years. The 70,000 people living near the dam have 

been told to evacuate. This was not easy, considering 

that power, cellphone service, and internet were out in 

most of Puerto Rico.  The dam is nearly a century old, 

and has been neglected for several years, leaving thou-

sands of people’s lives in danger. Many people are 

working together to try to reinforce and fix the dam as 

quickly as possible.  

 

Lots of people are trying to help Puerto Rico, in-

cluding a number of celebrities. Pitbull used his pri-

vate jet to transport cancer patients to hospitals in the 

US where they could continue treatment. Beyonce re-

leased a new remix of the song, Mi Gente, and donat-

ed all the proceeds to Puerto Rico. Stephen Colbert 

started a trend by encouraging celebrities to post awk-

ward photos of themselves when they were 13 with 

the hashtag, PuberMe. Colbert said for every picture 

posted he would donate to hurricane relief efforts. 
 

 
 People are disappointed with Donald Trump’s re-

action to the hurricane. He told the Puerto Ricans that 

their lack of electricity had thrown his budget “a little 

out of whack”, He threw rolls of paper towels at them, 

and congratulated them on their “low” death toll in 

comparison to other hurricanes. When Carmen Yulín 

Cruz, the mayor of San Juan criticized his response to 

the disaster in Puerto Rico, he tweeted, “The Mayor of 

San Juan, who was very complimentary only a few 

days ago, has now been told by the Democrats that 

you must be nasty to Trump,”  and then criticized her 

“leadership ability.” This tweet angered a lot of peo-

ple, including Lin Manuel Miranda who tweeted back, 

“She has been working 24/7. You have been GOLF-

ING. You’re going straight to hell. Fastest golf cart 

you ever took.”  

 

 
 

It’s not only Hurricane Maria, there’s Hurri-

cane Harvey, Hurricane Irma, Nate, and Patricia.   



 

 

Although it’s hurricane season, there were quite a 

few Category 4 and 5 hurricanes this year, and accord-

ing to Jeff Masters, the co-founder of Weather Under-

ground, “The U.S. has never been hit, since we started 

collecting records in 1851 by two Category 4 or 

stronger hurricanes  in the same season.”  There was 

Hurricane Harvey, which at it’s peak was Category 4, 

and Hurricane Irma, which was Category 5, and the 

second strongest hurricane ever, there was Hurricane 

Jose, with a Category 4, Hurricane Nate, which was 

Category 1, and of course Hurricane Maria which was 

a Category 5.  So, what do these categories 

mean?  According to the National Hurricane Center, 

“The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale is a 1 to 5 

rating based on a hurricane's sustained wind speed. 

This scale estimates potential property damage” 

 
 

 Puerto Rico needs help. It’s going to take a very 

long time to rebuild.  If you want to help Puerto rico 

you can donate to unidos por Puerto Rico, an organi-

zation created by the first lady of Puerto Rico in an 

effort to help hurricane victims, or if you want to do it 

really quickly, you can text MARIA to 90999 which 

immediately sends The Red Cross a 10 dollar dona-

tion. 
 

Foster Home Violates Multiple Laws        
  By: Madison Ludwig 

 

 

 A foster home is where kids go when they don’t 

have a home. In that foster home there are many kids 

inside and they are there because they don’t have a 

home or a family, or the state thought their parent or 

guardian was not suitable to care for them.. It gets 

even worse for them.                                                                 

 First there was an “inappropriate relationship” 

with one of the staff and one of the children. The staff 

was bringing marijuana for one of the children who 

was a runaway. And a runaway is someone who ran 

from a bad home and/or family. 

Second there was uncared cleaning habits one 

of the health inspectors came and walked into one of 

the rooms but could not stay in the room because it 

stunk so much like urine. Also the kids are getting 

their medicine mixed up so a sibling with  get either 

the wrong medicine or no medicine at all because if 

one of the kids got no medicine that they really needed 

then they  could be affected badly. And if they get the 

wrong medicine and something in that is poison to 

them. One kid almost drowned because he could not 

see how deep the pool was and went farther in then he 

thought he was going. 

Also there have been a lot of miss arrests so 

the people who run the foster home would call the po-

lice and get the kids arrested even though there was no 

reason for them to get arrested. There were more than 

40 instances of foster youth being arrested and booked 

at the county’s juvenile hall in 2015 and 2016 from the 

Children’s Receiving Home campus, including some 

children as young as 9 and 10. 

There have been multiple allegations of sexual 

and inappropriate conduct by the staff toward the cli-

ent's (children) of the facility. One of the children that 

used to live there said “ doesn’t surprise not at all it 

sounds like about right it is like they are trying to get 

shut down” one of the counselors has been in jail since 

2013 for rapeing a 16 year old girl  at the foster home 

and forcing her to use marijuana. 

Someone told their story on yelp about what 

happen to their grandson here it is: “My grandson has 

been stuck in the system for over 3 months now.  I've 

driven to the Children's Receiving Home twice now 

and they say I have to be on a list.  I was giving a 

number but the social worker has not called back in 

over 2 weeks, just like the first social worker, was on 

vacation for 2 weeks with no indication on her vm that 

she wasn't available.  Then I get the worker's supervi-

sor today and she totally stuck up for her employee not 

calling me back for the past 2 weeks so I could get on 

the list.  She said she might call me back on Mon-

day.  Rude and overworked I know but I let her know 

that I drove all the way from San Jose to see what oth-

er options I had and was given a number to a rude lady 

who said I should have never driven all that way like I 

was nuts.  I asked if I could just give him a hug since I 



 

was there and they said no because they did not have 

the authorization to let me do that.   The Home is open 

until 9 PM on weeknights.  The staff is very cut-throat 

and is very insensitive.  Makes me wonder how their 

attitudes towards the children are.I can't believe I didn't 

update this review.  After calling my grandson's super 

rude and hard to get a hold of social worker, I let her 

know that I wanted to come to Sacramento to take him 

to a family dinner so he could be with his cousins and 

family.  She told me I could pick him up as long as I 

only had him for a couple of hours.  I told her I would 

be there at 6::30 P.M. and she said he had to be physi-

cally back in the home by 9:00 P.M. so I told her no 

problem and had the dinner at a restaurant close to the 

home so we wouldn't waste any time. 

I arrived at the home and they were not expect-

ing me.  I said I had contacted the Social worker and 

she arranged for me to pick up my grandson.  Oh, they 

found the  message as I stood there with a hopeless look 

on my face because I was upset that they were unaware 

of my plan to pick him up.   

Once they were aware of the message from the 

social worker, they went to get my grandson.  He 

walked out to the lobby and looked at me as if I were 

the last person he wanted to see.  The first thing he said 

to me was "I can't go with you because we're going to 

the lake and my friends are going too".  Needless to 

say, I felt bad because my plans were shattered but so 

were his.  This poor kid had been looking forward to 

going to the lake all day long and having loads of 

fun.  So I told him that he didn't have to come with me 

and to have fun at the lake.  Then a counselor or who-

ever she was stepped in and told him "Dude, your 

grandma is here to take you to see your family - go with 

her!"  The look on his face told me that he would never 

have a good time with me & the family because he did-

n't expect it and I totally surprised him by coming right 

before going to the lake.  So I told everyone that it was 

okay and I wasn't going to take him.  I have him a hug 

and walked out to my car.   

I remember just sitting in my car, taking a deep 

breath and then some lady came up to the window and 

told me to wait because he was coming with me after 

all.  I politely argued with her that I didn't want him to 

come.  Finally she left and I took off without my grand-

son and showed up to the dinner without him.   

Everyone asked for him and I told them what 

happened.  And a question came up that I had on my 

mind anyway.  What in the hell were the kids doing go-

ing to the lake so late in the day???  It had to be Folsom 

and that's not close.   

 

 

 Now for the kicker..... (not real kid that the guy is 

talking about) I got a message from the social worker 

that my grandson didn't want me picking him up any-

more.  I called her back and she said she had no idea 

why.  Then I later found out that when I left that day to 

go to the family dinner, he did not go to the lake.  They 

punished him by making him stay at the home while all 

of his friends went without him.  Okay, when I heard 

this I could not believe my ears.  I was livid.  So I all 

the director at the home and he called me back promis-

ing to investigate the matter.  Then I get a message on 

my voice mail from the counselor in charge that day 

who left a lengthy message that my grandson was given 

a choice, to go with me or to stay and NOT go to the 

lake.  They tried to tell me that he chose not to go with 

me and NOT go to the lake.   

Great, punish a young kid for something he'd 

had his heart set on and make him think that I, his nana, 

ruined it all.  Okay, the tears are starting up here and 

I'm getting angry all over again.  This was a nightmare 

and those counselors, social workers, and even the di-

rector all have each other's back.  No one admitted it 

was wrong to not let my dear baby go to the 

lake.  Thank you for reading my story.  I hope this nev-

er happens to you because my heart was broken.” This 

is only one of many things that have happened in this 

foster home. These kids have to live there until they are 

18 because some of the kids don’t even get adopted. 

 

                                
 

Some people that they have it so bad but then you 

look at how these kids have it, it makes you rethink 

how you have it. Theses kids live with this ever day of 

their lives these kids have it hard. 
 



Nuclear Energy 

An Unlikely Savior 
By Harry Waterman 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Solar, wind, hydroelectric, hydrothermal, tidal, etc. 

These “green” solutions have been in our minds since 

the beginning of our education. But really, the search 

for clean energy is over. The truth is, we are just reluc-

tant to accept it. Nuclear energy is now safer, more 

effective, and ready to be become even more so. Hu-

mans are getting more and more paranoid about nucle-

ar power after the Chernobyl and Fukushima inci-

dents. The Chernobyl reactor was an nuclear reactor 

that in 1986 melted down due to poor maintenance. 

The area was contaminated for a long time. Fukushima 

was a similar disaster that was caused by a devastating 

tsunami.   But really these insecurities are fueled by 

fake information and biased news. Before we dive into 

why nuclear energy is beneficial to us, let’s first ask, 

“what is nuclear energy?” 

Essentially, when an atom is split, a LOT of ener-

gy is released—enough to create a massive amount of 

heat. This process is 100% green, meaning no carbon 

dioxide is emitted, unlike coal or gas.  Nuclear energy 

is the most efficient energy source we have.  Pound for 

pound, Uranium has about 1,000,000 times the energy 

than oil.  But unfortunately, nuclear energy has been 

given a bad name by some of the disasters it has 

caused. Namely, Chernobyl. This catastrophe rattled 

people all over the world and put the nuclear energy 

movement at a standstill. The truth was, Chernobyl 

was a very old reactor with outdated technology and 

poor maintenance. With new technology, we could 

revolutionize the nuclear energy business. Energy 

could become cheap.  Too cheap to meter.  Gasoline 

and oil would be obliterated. The world would be a 

much better place.  Our global climate change prob-

lems would be solved. 
 

But how does nuclear energy help countries 

around the world? As of 2017, sixteen countries 

around the world rely on nuclear power for over a 

quarter of their energy. One notable country in that list 

is France. The French get three quarters of their ener-

gy from nuclear power, and they are said to be switch-

ing to all renewable energy by 2023. Some say that 

nuclear is not the answer, due to the waste that needs 

to be stored. Think about it this way: Our power 

sources, fossil fuels, will last about another fifty years. 

Nuclear power can help us make it through the years 

after that while we figure out new ways to power our 

civilization.  Because nuclear waste can last a long 

time underground without causing any harm. 

The real place we messed up: diesel. These 

cars were sold to us as a “cleaner” alternative than gas 

powered cars. This was a lie. New studies have found 

that many cars using diesel fuel (chiefly from 

Volkswagen) were actually much worse for the envi-

ronment. How can you help the clean energy move-

ment? Some things you can do before nuclear energy 

hits the earth is to cut down on your driving. By biking 

and walking more you can spare the air, and save 

some money. Also, try to eat locally and try to eat 

foods with a smaller carbon footprint. Overall, nuclear 

energy can be beneficial to the world, and we can even 

see it this generation. 
 

Bay Area Fires 
By: Molly Franklin 

 

Fires are blazing in Napa, Sonoma, Solano, Neva-

da, Butte, Calaveras, Shasta, Yuba, and Lake counties, 

and no one seems to know what to do about it. Fire-

fighters from across the state are trying hard to put out 

the inferno, but the cause of the fires remains un-

known. 

Still, some amazing stories are circulating about 

people surviving… and people not surviving.  One of 

the amazing survival stories is of a couple who sur-

vived the blaze in their neighbor’s swimming pool. Jan 

Pascoe and her husband, John. The Pascoes hadn’t left 

their home in time, and by the time the fire had gotten 

close, it was too late. They realized they had to either 

jump into the pool and risk freezing, or stay in their 

house and be burned to death for sure. They chose the 

pool. Afterwards, the couple climbed out of the pool 

sooty and dirty, wearing tattered clothes, but extreme-

ly grateful to have survived the life-or-death ordeal. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Infographic by Molly F. 

 

9-year-old A’s fan Loren Jaden Smith lost his 

home, his neighborhood, and his extensive A’s memo-

rabilia collection in the fires. He wrote a touching let-

ter to the A’s telling about his love of baseball and the 

A’s, and explaining all that he’s lost. “I played base-

ball in my backyard all day loving the A's and making 

up my own game. In my backyard they won six World 

Series in a row,” he says. “But my house burned down 

in the Santa Rosa fire.” The A’s received his touching 

letter, and immediately reached out to him, promising 

new A’s gear for the whole family. Other teams got in 

on the act as well, tweeting that they were sending 

some gear as well. It’s touching that major league 

baseball cares so much, but wouldn’t this money be 

better spent helping all of the families displaced by the 

fire? This is a touching display of how much these 

teams care, but how much of it is simply for publici-

ty’s sake?

 
According to the acting Berkeley Fire Chief, Dave 

Brannigan, the Berkeley fire department has around 

15 live in or around Santa Rosa. Firefighter Josh 

Block lost his home to the fires. “They were forced to 

leave with nothing more than the clothes on their back 

in the middle of the night,” says their GoFundMe 

page. They are not the only ones who have had to flee, 

but this family in particular is notable because they’ve 

given a lot to saving other people’s homes. One com-

ment on the GoFundMe page sums it up quite nicely. 

On October 15, Breda Courtney wrote: “For all the 

times you saved other people's homes - and now you 

lost your own. God bless you!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Health News 
 

The Truth About Your Diet 
By: Leo Grossinger 

 
 

 What you eat matters. It matters because it affects 

your own health, the lives of animals, and the health of 

our environment. If you eat meat and dairy products, it 

is important for you to know and be aware of what you 

eat, so you can make an informed decision about how 

you want to live. In this article I will show you the dif-

ferent ways that your eating affects your life, the lives 

of others, and our mother earth. 

 Did you know that if you eat processed meat you 

have a 19% higher risk of getting type 2 diabetes. 

There is a wide range of health effects that are caused 

by eating meat. For example, processed meat eaters 

have higher cholesterol, higher blood pressure, and 

higher blood sugar. There is also the prevention of 

heart disease, lower risk of cancer and diabetes, and a 

healthier weight. Dairy also contributes a significant 

amount of saturated fat and cholesterol to your diet. 

 There is no proven benefit of dairy giving you 

strong bones. A lot of people say they feel better about 

themselves when they don’t consume animal products, 

and feel more conscious and responsible for their ac-

tions. Alicia Silverstone, an actress, said it best. 

“Nothing's changed my life more. I feel better about 

myself as a person, being conscious and responsible 

for my actions… I just became stronger and healthier 

and happier.” 

 

 
 

 Then there’s the environment. The consequences 

of our eating style on the environment are enormous. 

One of the biggest consequences is that a lot of forests 

are being cut down and that’s mostly because of space 

needed for our 1.4 billion cows. You’ve probably 

heard about the Amazon rainforest and how is being 

torn down: that's 91% because of space for livestock. 

Worldwide, farm animals consume ⅓ of all the fresh 

water. Now to the effects on climate chan. Each one of 

us has a big effect on the environment by the choices 

we make every day. Each one of us has the opportuni-

ty to  save over 1,100 gallons of water, 45 pounds of 

grain, 30 square feet of forest, 20 lbs of CO2, and 1 

animals life, each day. 

 The ethics are also a major impact to consider. 

Most of us love animals, yet we pay to mutilate, tor-

ture, and slaughter them. When you buy meat from 

anywhere you are supporting a massive meat-

producing industry. You might buy organic and free-

range meat products or you might buy battery-caged 

meat products. They seem different, but both have 

poor conditions for animals. When you think of free 

range you probably think “Oh, they had a happy life 

on a big green farm”. But that is actually mostly not 

true. Most free range farms are just a big piece of dirt 

and dust. The food is often left out to mold and open 

to insects. This shows that it does not make it right to 

eat meat just because they have more than a foot to 

move around. Additionally, about 5 animals are mur-

dered per second for food. That means as many casual-

ties as in 9/11 happen to farm animals every 10 

minutes. Yet meat is not actually required for the 

body.  

 People don’t eat meat for any necessity, but for the 

taste, habit, and convenience. Similarly most people 

think it is normal to drink cow's milk and it may not be 

normal to drink other mammals’ milks. But why is 

that? Mostly tradition. Biologically, milk is needed for 

young mammals who need the nutrients to survive; in 

our society it has become normal to drink or eat what 

you are only supposed to consume as an infant. Most 

people don’t question what they got brought up eating. 

 I wrote this article to help you be more aware of 

your eating habits. The way people eat today is usually 

not thought about. If you are mindful of how you eat, 

you can choose the effects of your diet. Because it 

does make a difference.   
 
 



GMOs 
By Harry Waterman and Leopold 

Grossinger 

 

  GMOs are a subject of heavy debate. They 

have been under attack by nutritionists, environmen-

talists, and assorted vegans for years. Now, fresh evi-

dence is coming in from all sides, and it says that GM 

foods may be worth the negative effects it has been 

pinned with. GMO stands for Genetically Modified 

Organisms. Said organism have had their genetic 

makeup redesigned or changed in a laboratory. The 

Cornell university of science and research destroyed 

the stigma that GM foods have significant differences 

from non GM foods. Instead, they come with many 

upsides. New GM foods have longer shelf life, higher 

yield, resistance to insects and herbicides,  

tolerance for extreme weather, and invulnerability to 

drought. These traits were put to the test in Bangla-

desh, where large quantities of eggplant are grown, 

and sometimes whole harvests are ravaged by pests. 

Farmers often used too many pesticides, and it cost 

them a lot of money. In addition, they were getting 

sick. Then, the genetically modified eggplant was in-

troduced in 2013, and egg-

plants have been thriving since, 

thanks to their newfound re-

sistance. Farmers yield grew, 

and with it their income. Pesti-

cide use went down by 80%, 

and farmers were more healthy. 

99% of GM foods are also re-

sistance to pests because they 

produce pesticides. Unfortu-

nately, GM foods can kill many 

animals, including mosquitos, 

moths, and larvae.  GMO’s can 

be toxic, killing innocent animals that feed on the 

plants that they have lived off of for hundreds of 

years. GMO’s may help the world in the future, but 

they still have a long way to go. 



Arts & Entertainment 
 

    Milan Fashion Week 2017 
     By Sohrab Komeili 

 
Fendi – Milan Fashion Week Spring 2017 

 

This year was full of huge steps forward fashion 

wise especially after Fashion Week 2017 in Milan. 

Now you may be asking, “What is Fashion Week ex-

actly?” You may have heard about it here and there, 

but don’t know what it is really. Fashion week accord-

ing to Wikipedia is “..a fashion industry event, lasting 

approximately one week, wherein fashion designers, 

brands or "houses" display their latest collections in 

runway fashion shows to buyers and the media.” 

There are fashion weeks across many major cities 

around the world. However, the biggest of these 

events are held in the so called “fashion capitals” of 

the world, New York, Paris, London, and Milan. This 

article will be focusing on the Milan Fashion Week. 

The very first fashion week was held in New York 

in 1943, but it wasn’t until 1958 that the National 

Chamber for Italian Fashion created Milan Fashion 

week. The National Chamber for Italian Fashion is a 

Non-Profit organization that sees to all fashion-related 

events of Italy. Many renowned Italian fashion brands 

regularly showcase their lines at Milan Fashion Week, 

including Versace, Gucci, Armani, Dolce & Gabbana, 

Prada, and many more. This year’s spring Milan Fash-

ion Week was also packed with celebrities, wanting to 

see the fashion of the next season as well. Celebrities 

seen at the event included Serena Williams, Jessica 

Chastain, Ellie Goulding, Paris Hilton, Ciara, and 

many more people who I don’t know. Now let’s take a 

look at some of the collections sported at the fashion 

event. 

Picture #1: Gucci 

Picture #2: Jil Sander 

 
 

 As we can see from these pictures 2017 had very 

diverse fashion. From ruffled yellow dresses to orange 

leather trenchcoats and red pencil skirts. It seems like 

the world of fashion has changed so much from even 

just ten years ago. We can also see the diversity 

among current day designers. For example, Gucci 

seems to be going for something more out of the box 

and busy. Jil Sander on the other hand, goes for a sim-

ple, yet editorial look. It seems like rules that were 

common sense a few years ago are starting to fade 

away. 

 
 For example, a picture from fashion week 2009 

shows the trend of body-hugging cocoon like dresses. 

But things have changed a lot since then. Garments 

have become more loose-fitting and avant garde. It 

may not seem like it, but trends are being constantly 

recycled. The loose-fitting, chunky-heel trend of this 

year was originally from the 1970’s, believe it or not. 



To conclude, fashion week this year was yet another 

exciting glimpse into the future of fashion. Everything 

is subject to change, and the world of fashion is obvi-

ously no exception. 
 

A Short History Of  

James Marshall Hendrix 
By: Zachary Power 

 

 Jimi Hendrix is a rock guitarist, he was born John-

ny Allen Hendrix (Later it was changed to James Mar-

shall “Jimi” Hendrix) on November 27, 1942 in Seat-

tle, WA. He forever changed the way rock guitar was 

played with his new sound and techniques. Even 

though he was only a star for 4 years before his un-

timely death. 

In his early life Jimi took an interest to guitar 

early in his teenage years. His childhood was not easy 

though, he moved around different environments, liv-

ing with relatives and friends. His mother was 17 and 

had a stormy relationship with Jimi's father Al. She 

eventually left the family after having two more sons. 

Jimi was naturally left handed, but his father believed 

that doing things left handed was a sign of the devil. 

So his father would only get him a right handed guitar 

and made him learn right handed. But Jimi restrung 

his right handed guitar backwards so he could play 

lefty. He continued to play this way throughout his 

whole carrier. 

Jimi started actually playing guitar around his 

mid teenage years. When he was 16 his father bought 

him his first acoustic guitar, then later the next year he 

bought him his first electric guitar. He dropped out of 

high school in 1959 to follow his musical dreams, 

working different jobs at different times. He also was 

in a band called the rocking kings with whom he per-

formed with.  But he didn't want to be drafted to the 

military in the middle of a possible career. So he got 

his military serving time out of the way luckily before 

Vietnam. He enlisted in the 101st airborne division in 

1961 and served for about a year before he was grant-

ed an honorable discharge after an injury. 

After the military Jimi wanted to pursue his music. He 

moved to Clarksville, Tennessee in hopes of starting 

something. He played in a number of backing bands 

including Little Richard's band and Curtis Knight and 

the Squires all the way until 1966. Then towards the 

end of 1966 he moved to London, England in search 

of something bigger. There he met manager Chas 

Chandler, drummer Mitch Mitchell, and bassist Noel 

Redding. They formed Jimi's most successful band 

“The Jimi Hendrix Experience”. They went around 

England playing and gaining fame and even some at-

tention from bands like “The Rolling Stones” and peo-

ple like Eric Clapton, but were yet to gain recognition/

fame in Jimi’s home country of the United States.  

 

 
 

That all changed in June of 1967, a while after 

their first hit single “Hey Joe”, and one month after the 

release of their album : The Jimi Hendrix Experience 

“Are You Experienced”(1967). Which contained fa-

mous songs such as “Manic Depression”, “Foxey La-

dy” , “Red House”, “Fire” and others. 

 In June of 1967 the Monterey Pop Festival was 

being held in Monterey, CA. The Monterey Pop Festi-

val was a big event. Luckily, Jimi and the band had a 

spot in the lineup. The show they put on there has 

gone down in history as one of the greatest concerts 

ever to be played. They played the songs on their latest 

album “Are You Experienced” and they also played 

some other songs like “The Wind Cries Mary”(1967) 

And one of their hit singles “Hey Joe”(1967).   

 This concert brought attention to Jimi and his 

bandmates in the U.S. At the end of the performance 

Jimi Hendrix lit his guitar on fire and knelt next to it in 

honor of the people of America. He thought since he 

was fortunate enough to play in the country he loved 

so dearly he should sacrifice something he loved in 

return. It was how Jimi really got famous in the United 

States. 

 Jimi was always looking for new influences on his 

music so he started to meet new people. One person he 

liked a lot was singer, songwriter, and one of the 

greatest lyricists of all time Bob Dylan. Jimi Covered 

some of Dylan’s songs and was influenced by Dylan's 

lyric writing. Jimi ended up covering one of Dylan’s 

songs, he covered the song “All Along The Watchtow-

er” in his last album with the Experience “Electric La-

dyland” (1968). 

 Jimi played many shows in the US after Monterey, 

and in 1969 he played at Woodstock with his old band 

mates from “The Jimi Hendrix Experience” where he 



performed the national anthem. It was one of the most 

important performances of the national anthem of all 

time and one of most important moments in musical 

history. In the anthem he used the sounds of his guitar 

to sound like gunfire, sirens, crying it was a demon-

stration of how you can love your country but hate its 

decisions, because at that time they were drafting for 

Vietnam and as a hippy kind of person Jimi he did not 

like that at all. Jimi Hendrix at Woodstock was very, 

very, influential (and also very long 2 hours). He also 

played probably his most famous songs, they were 

“Voodoo Child (Slight Return)” and “Purple Haze”. 

He always knew how to win over a crowd. 

 Later in the June of 1969 the “The Jimi Hendrix 

Experience” sadly broke up. Then in March of 1970 

Jimmy Hendrix released his first album without his 

original band it was called “A Band Of Gypsys” with 

Billy Cox on bass, and Buddy Miles on drums. 

Then sadly on September 18 of 1970 Jimi Hendrix 

died from having an OD on barbiturate and then chok-

ing on his own vomit. It was a very sad day for many 

people and I am still sad about it (even though I was 

not alive). His last album was a live album called 

“Away From This Rainy Cloud” and was released 

September 6th 1970 a week and a half before he died. 

 

 
 

 His death was a tragedy, but his music has stood 

the test of time and I think will continue to do so. In 

1992 the Jimi Hendrix Experience was inducted into 

the rock and roll hall of fame. Sadly all of the mem-

bers of the Experience have passed. Bassist Noel Red-

ding died of a liver problem in May 2003 in Ireland, 

and drummer Mitch Mitchell died of what appeared to 

be natural causes at the age of 62 in November of 

2008 in Portland, OR. His style and technique helped 

shape rock and roll to what it is today and what it is at 

its best. He lives on through his music and he will 

never be forgotten. 

 

 

 

 

 

Harmful Kylie Jenner Lip Kits Dupes 
By: Maisy Kramer 

 

 
 

 If you weren’t born in the stone age, or live under 

a rock you’ve probably heard of Kylie Jenner. Also, 

you must have heard of her cosmetics line. Kylie Cos-

metics consists of products like the shimmery, glow-

ing “Kylighter”, “Kyshadow”, and Kylie Jenner Lip 

Kits too. In 2016 Kylie Jenner launched her liquid lip-

stick/lip liner duo kits and they sold out in under a mi-

nute. If you’ve tried them you’d know that they are 

absolutely amazing. They’re silky and whatever recipe 

they use is just fabulous. However, some people have 

been tricked. The Kylie Cosmetics website has a sim-

ple address, “www.kyliecosmetics.com” . But there 

are websites like “kyliecosmeticsxl.com” out there 

that are fake and just want your money!  

 Maybe you hate Kylie- or maybe you love her. 

Whatever your opinion you have to understand that all 

of her lip kits are safe and vegan (not tested on ani-

mals either). However scammers make almost identi-

cal products but with cheaper ingredients- sometimes 

even dangerous ingredients. For example, super glue, 

gasoline, and oils that are harmful to skin. They fakes 

come from places like eBay where you have no idea 

what you might really get. The main product that 

scammers recreate are her velvety liquid lipsticks. 

People have reported they’ve had crazy allergic reac-

tions to the lip kits, and walk away not even knowing 

that what they bought is an unsafe replica of the prod-

uct. For example, @JasmineGlen tweeted “ebay is one 

of the worst places- your ‘lip kits’ going for as little as 

£4. My mum got one with gasoline in it.” Also, others 

tweeted that their lips got glued together or swollen. 

 Always make sure you buy from the official web-

site. If you don't believe me, I’ve been keeping up 

with Kylie’s new show “Life Of Kylie”. You may 

know that she and Jordyn Woods went out into down-

town L.A.to find the fake lip kits on the show. Some 

articles say that some fakes even include urine and E. 

 



Coli in them. E. Coli is a bacteria that can sometimes 

cause severe kidney failure. Some of the lip kit dupes 

may cause raging acne, infections, and rashes. So ask 

yourself, is what I’m buying legit?     

 

      The Seventh Vault 

By: John Mc Loo 

Chapter 1 
"Phew!" The threat is gone. I have too many things 

to run from, at least one is gone. I'm Jonathan Oaf, but peo-

ple call me John, at my city everything is bad, everything! 

You probably think: "Oh, it’s a fantasy story!" But everything 

that I’m telling you is real, and if you are the right person 

go to the 7th vault from the left, you know where, and kill 

what's in it, he is evil, the combination code is 16 272 then, 

last number, will be the number of the first letter in your 

name in the alphabet. 

Now, to the story: It all started on a regular Monday, 

reading my favorite book, The Seventh Vault, by John Mc 

Loo. And only because he is my favorite writer, I let people 

call me John. Mc Loo wrote about stuff that seems insane 

but he says is true. After what happened to me I know he 

may be right. A lot of weird things happened that day, first 

everyone just disappeared from my home, that was pretty 

regular considering where I live. Then I heard footsteps 

approaching my home. At this point I was nervous, I heard 

a close voice that seemed far calling: "Come... Come to the 

seventh vault... it will be fun..." That was way too much 

scary, I ran downstairs I heard doors closing behind me, I 

got to the street I made a quick turn and saw a dark cloud 

of evil with demons all over it passing, "Phew!" And this, 

is where we started. 

Now that I had time to look around I saw a huge 

building in front of me and at the top the caption: "A Hun-

dred Vaults", the voice from before came from inside the 

building this time: “Come to the... to the seventh vault... it 

will be fun..." I've started running again, every time I 

turned I saw the building and heard the voice from inside 

of it. I had no choice, I had to go to the seventh vault. 

I got into the building, as the voice said it had vaults 

numbered from one to a hundred. The seventh vault from 

the left was numbered, 7th. Then I remembered a sentence 

from my book: "In a building, hundred vaults in it, 7th from 

the right will evil and kill and 7th from the left will be hap-

piness and life." Now, I felt a lot better, I walked into the 

vault and... Mc Loo was wrong. 

In the vault I saw things I won't even talk about. All 

you need to know is that I never trusted Mc Loo ever 

again! But don't worry, people still call me John, why? 

Wait and see... 

Chapter 2 - The next John. 
 

After what i've seen in the vault, I started writing 

books. Similar to Mc Loo but without lying. I was so mad 

about John Mc Loo that my first book was titled, The Real 

Adventures of The Seventh Vault. After a while I had noth-

ing to write about, my two options where to go on another 

adventure, or… to lie. I have earned so much from my 

books that my brain was to greedy to go on an adventure, 

so I choose the second option. 

Chapter 3 
 

I wrote so many books of fake adventures and here I 

am writing a true story and apologising about my lies, so 

what brought me to writing this story? I am writing this as 

my last story. First, Mc Loo started sending me letters to 

stop stealing his stories, his title, and his name. Then, I was 

the main suspect of Mc Loo’s death! At the end it turned 

out he wrote down that he is giving the rights for his books 

and his name for me, as long as I will write that something 

is a true story if something is a true story, so here I go for 

an adventure that will may be reported sometime in the 

future. 

This is my last book, the adventure was too danger-

ous, as I said if you are the right person go and kill what's 

in the 7th vault. And you loyal reader have my permission 

to write the next book about what happened there, or you 

can lie and write about what could have happened and 

write it under the name John Mc Loo, as I did. So,, I'm go-

ing to tell what happened to me in the 7th vault now... 

Chapter 4, Final Chapter. 

So in the 7th vault I saw the cloud of evil, now it 

was bigger because it ate all of the good stuff in the vault 

so I guess if you kill it you will be able to collect what was 

inside the vault. It was roaring and wanted to eat me, it se-

ceded but I was able to escape I looked quickly on him col-

lecting information to show my best attempt to draw him… 

you are probably wondering whats the things in his mouth, 

it's the money he ate from the vault. He might look cute, 

but he's evil don't let him fool you! So I ran away and got 

into my house, I was sitting and calming down then I heard 

a voice: “Come to the 8th vault… it will be fun…”.



 
 

Lan Raeo’s hourly thought log: 
By: Audrey Abrahams 

 

05:00 PM: 
 

I found that the larger plants tend to start out as a coral col-

or on the bottom, and fade up into a Turquoise at the top, 

almost the same color as stage three of the sunset. I suppose 

I probably seem to express positive feelings towards sunset 

viewing, as near the end of daylight work period, I begin to 

smile more. Really though, I’m just happy that Nightlight 

rest period will be commencing shortly. I do enjoy watch-

ing as the masses slowly approach the beyond point to 

watch the sky go from stage 1 yellow, to stage 2 green, 

stage 3 turquoise, stage 4 blue, stage 5 purple, and stage 6, 

black. After this daylight working period, I will just 

be  happy to experience sunset and return to my dwelling. 

Daylight working period won’t be over for quite some time, 

however, so I shall continue with my work as an organizer. 
 

Being an organizer is an honor. My area is productivity 

enforcement. I make sure that all dwellings, workspac-

es,  transportation locations, and other establishments are 

designed to be as convenient as possible. For instance, loca-

tion of foodstuff providers near workplaces with foods that 

increase productivity level, or workspaces nears one’s most 

compatible. Currently I’m working on maximizing positivi-

ty in workspaces by keeping pleasant and ever-changing 

aromas in areas prone to negativity. I also need to work on 

finding the most productive temperature and brightness of a 

workspace for currency networkers. If I’m going to accom-

plish this before sunset viewing however, I need to focus on 

my work, not the large plants outside my (conveniently lo-

cated) window. 
 

06:00 PM: 
 

Only 42 more minutes until sunset viewing. I am unhappy 

with my daily productivity. No matter what I attempt my 

mind continues to wander to such things as color sequences 

and plant shape. In knowledge advancement hour today, we 

learned about how the majority of plant matter used to be 

green or brown before we valued beauty. How boring it 

must have been to see so much of the same colors. I wonder 

what it was like thousands of years ago when the scientists 

who first genetically modified our eyes to see more primary 

colors. Now I think there are 137 primary colors that our 

eyes can see. 
 

I need to get back to work. I need to focus. Caffeinating 

now would take away from my Nightlight resting period, 

though it would help me concentrate. I hope the law ban-

ning individuals from having caffeine after 02:00 PM is put 

in place, so I wouldn’t be tempted to consume it, limiting 

my productivity in the next daylight work period. 
 

07:00 PM 
 

Sunset viewing went by perfectly due to the new traffic 

preventing streetways I installed. Safety is priority, even 

when it comes to sunset viewing and other pleasure peri-

ods. I am now home in my dwelling. I have just finished 

supper. For my vegetable I had semi-young milender pep-

pers. For my fruit I had a foolishly selected underripe seed-

free grapeapple. For my grain I had bread with roseherb, 

garlic, tree clover, and other herbs, with a soft cheese 

spread that served as my dairy product. For my protein I 

had edamame loaf, garnished with fresh bodvisiam seed. I 

drank 350ml of fruit drink. 
 

I am going to read my assigned weekly book for the re-

mainder of awake period. My book is called Healthy Math-

ematical Practice and it’s written by one of my favorite re-

corders, Fa Mives. I always liked the name Fa, for in my 

childhood stage I was quite compatible with a fellow pupil 

named Fa. My name, Lan, means blessed existence in the 

ancient language. My elders were both recorders, so they 

had a way with words. My sister Zae’s name means eternal-

ly blooming. My mother elder’s name is Gaeo, meaning 

success. Her elders wanted her to have a serious, and pro-

ductive life. She was set up for achievement. My father el-

der however, Kra, had a very hard time reaching success, 

mainly because of his name, which means colorless. His 

mother elder must not have felt the same fondness as most 

elders do for their kin. 
 

08:00 PM 
 

I am now in my nightlight resting period attire, and have 

completed everything on my  before-rest to do list. I have 

gotten into the habit of drinking Iceberry tea before rest, 

and now drinking it reminds my body that it’s time for rest 

period. Now I am going to think about what I can improve 

on tomorrow, and what I did well in this daylight work pe-

riod. 

 
 
 



09:00 PM   
 

It’s odd being awake so long after nightlight rest period has 

started. I have been called back to my workspace in order 

to help solve what they called an “issue”.  I got there and 

they told me that a major workspace building, F3 West, had 

fallen down due to imperfect construction. Luckily nobody 

was hurt because everyone was in their dwellings observ-

ing rest period. Once next work period begins however, 

there will be chaos. I needed to find a way for civilians to 

be able to get around the street with the fallen building 

without losing productivity time. I also had to find some 

way to  temporarily relocate all people whose workspaces 

are in that building, until we can create a new building to 

cater to their needs. The temporary workspaces must be 

able to adapt to new people as well. 
 

There was no way to solve this without anyone losing 

productivity time, but I did the best I could. I assigned citi-

zens who rely on that street for their daily commute, other 

streets that could get them there as fast as possible while 

still keeping the streets free of traffic. I also assigned citi-

zens to workspaces that best fit their needs and found a 

team of designers as well as construction workers who 

weren’t currently building anything very important, but 

were very capable people. They would find the error in the 

last designs, fix it, and reconstruct the building in as little 

time as possible. I contacted the empire saying that it might 

inspire citizens to get more work done after this disaster, if 

a representative of the empire were to give a speech during 

a pleasure period. I also contacted workspace owners giv-

ing them a list of things can make workers more produc-

tive, such as a few extra minutes of exercise period, and 

sweet, high protein foodstuff snacks. 
 
 

09:00 AM 
 

My workspace officer Auve, allowed me to stay at the 

small, in-office dwelling over nightlight rest period. I had 

to stay so late and she didn’t want me missing anymore rest 

time. She knows that more rest time equals more productiv-

ity time. As my colleagues arrived for daylight work peri-

od, they were all talking about the collapse of building F3 

West. Talking about it takes away from their productivity. 

This is something I did not account for. There were people 

from building F3 West in our workspace, so we had to use 

up all of our meeting chairs. Luckily the meeting chairs are 

the same ones as the ones we usually use. I designed them 

specifically so they would be comfortable, and yet still 

keep you alert with the help of many fidgeting devices and 

attachments. 
 
 
 
 

10:00 AM 
 

Word has gotten out that I helped with problem control. I 

hope thinking about last Nightlight rest period’s crisis 

won’t distract people from their work. I’m rather distracted 

myself worrying that there’s something I overlooked in the 

stress of last night. Also there appears to be an unwanted 

amount of sounds coming from the construction sites so I’ll 

have to fix that as well. 
 

11:00 AM 
 

I’ve been working nonstop. There is so much to do. I have-

n’t had any new thoughts except that it might be beneficial 

to have live musicians in workspaces to help improve 

worker positivity and drown out construction noise. 
 

12:00 PM 
 

I’ve finished everything I’d planned to do in 1st productivi-

ty period. I packed my own lunch today. For my vegetable 

I had Blue lettuce. For my fruit I ate 9 miniature canta-

loupes. For my grain I had a mint-flavored Ombvis bar. For 

my dairy I had a yogurt-based smoothie. For my protein I 

had scrambled eggs. 
 

01:00 PM 
 

I was given an award today during lunch meal by the repre-

sentative who was planning to speak at sunset viewing. It 

read “This certificate acknowledges Lan Raeo for excel-

lence in problem solving ability and for helping her city in 

a crisis”. My elders are going to be very proud when they 

hear of this! Both of them have received awards for excel-

lence in recording and fictional pleasure writing, but nei-

ther of them have gotten certificates of achievement from 

the empire itself! My elders however, would not be proud 

if they knew of how joyous I am on the inside. When we do 

well we aren’t suppose to celebrate. We must try to contin-

ue improving and accomplish more, those around us cele-

brate for us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A HISTORY OF KRIS AND CAITLYN 

JENNER’S RELATIONSHIP 

By: Sohrab Komeili 
 

 

The couple announced their divorce in October of 

2013. "Even though we are separated, we will always 

remain best friends and, as always, our family will re-

main our number one priority." Bruce and Kris say in 

a joint statement. They remained on very good terms 

for a while. Then the cookie started to crumble one 

year later when rumors went around that Bruce was 

transitioning. Kris denied these rumors and says that it 

“hasn’t been her experience” with her ex-husband. In 

April of 2015, Bruce came out as a transgender wom-

an. "The love and acceptance I have gotten from Kris 

is absolutely overwhelming." she says in a Keeping 

Up With The Kardashians special. 

Two months later the now female Bruce gets a 

spread in Vanity Fair. “Call me Caitlyn” she says. In 

the interview Caitlyn slams Kris on her treatment on 

her gender issues. "I think in a lot of ways she became 

less tolerant of me. Then I'd get upset, and the whole 

relationship kind of fizzled," Caitlyn says about Kris. 

Kris retaliates quickly saying that Caitlyn "was mar-

ried to me, and he wasn't who he wanted to be so he 

was miserable" also saying in an episode of Keeping 

Up With The Kardashians that she wished she had 

never married Bruce.  

In October of 2015 it seemed as if the couple had 

patched things up when they reunited to see their 

daughter Kendall Jenner walk down the runway for a 

Victoria’s Secret fashion show. One year later, in 

2016, Kim Kardashian helped style Caitlyn for the ES-

PY awards, and posted about it on Instagram. Kris 

called Kim a “traitor”  in a Keeping Up With The Kar-

dashians episode for doing this, later apologizing and 

revealing that she still has mixed feelings about Cait-

lyn. After yet another patch up at a Christmas event of 

2016, the former couple seemed to take a turn for the 

worse when Caitlyn released her memoir. Kris was 

enraged at Caitlyn’s portrayal of her in her book. 

“None of it makes sense”, Kris says about the book, 

“Everything she says is all made up. Why does every-

thing have to be that Kris is such a b*tch and 

a**hole?”.  

In Caitlyn’s book, The Secrets of my Life, she 

states that throughout her and Kris’ 23 year relation-

ship, Caitlyn told Kris about her gender identity strug-

gle, and often cross-dressed in front of Kris. Kris de-

nies all of this and says that she had no idea about her 

spouse’s gender issues until she came out as 

transgender. Kris says she’s  “...never been so angry 

and disappointed in somebody in [her] whole 

life”.  Caitlyn and the Kardashian children have also 

grown distant ever since she came out, claiming that 

Caitlyn was not the person they’ve known for 23 

years, and that it’s hard to accept. They invite her to 

formal events of course, but on a personal level there’s 

much less interaction compared to before the transi-

tion. Khloe has voiced her opinion to Caitlyn on an 

episode of Keeping Up With The Kardashians, but the 

discussion became heated quickly, presumably be-

cause it was a sensitive topic for Caitlyn. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



The Vampire Mime 
By: Sebastian Baumann 

 
 

 

 It was a beautiful Saturday. I was walking to a 

gaming store with my friend, Watley. As I walked past 

the public library I saw a mime, donning a stupid 

black-and-white striped shirt, pants, an ugly black be-

ret, white makeup on his face, and a duffle bag and 

hat lying on the ground in front of him, which people 

were dropping coins into. The mime was pretending 

to be trapped inside an invisible box. As I walked past 

him I dropped a golden store token with no cash value 

into the hat. The mime seemed not to notice it, but I 

thought he threw me an angry glance at me as we 

walked away. 

 As I closed the gaming store’s front door, with my 

wallet considerably lighter than before, and seriously 

regretting giving away that store token( I had lost lev-

el twelve of Space Wars III because of it,) I cast my 

screen filled mind around, thinking of where we 

should go next. I remembered I had some library 

books overdue. So I proposed that we stop by the li-

brary. Fortunately, Watley agreed. 

 As we walked past the library I saw the mime 

again, who was now pulling at an invisible rope. No-

ticing this, I got an idea. The library books forgotten, I 

walked up to the mime and began pulling on my own 

invisible rope. People laughed and stopped putting 

coins in his hat. 

 When the mime pretended to lift something heavy, 

I yelled, “Hey everybody! Look at how heavy this box 

is!” 

  

 Every time the mime did something I copied him, 

but I also yelled whatever he was doing. When the 

mime pretended to walk in the wind, I shouted, “My 

my, what a windy day it is!”, even though it was per-

fectly clear. 

 The mime then grabbed his duffle bag and walked 

to another street corner to continue his act. I followed 

him and continued to copy him. 

 This went on until sunset, when the mime walked 

into a dingy alleyway, that smelled of rotten leftovers. 

I followed, of course. The mime then took out a wet 

wipe and started wiping 

makeup off his face. 

 “SPF 5000.” The words startled me. The mime’s 

voice was raspy, from lack of use. 

 “What did you say?” I inquired. 

 “Sun protection factor five thousand. Are you hu-

mans as stupid as you look?” 

 “W-w-what did you say?” I was starting to get 

creeped out. This alleyway was suddenly looking a lot 

darker. 

 “Are humans hard of hearing too? I said are you 

humans as stupid as you look.” The mime was pulling 

a very long black coat and swinging it over his head. I 

suddenly realised who-- or what I was speaking to. 

However, I was determined to hide my fear, so the 

creature would not think I was an easy target. 

 “S-so the mime thing is j-just, like, a hobby?” The 

creature seemed to be sucking the warmth out of the 

air around it-- and was it just my imagination, or was 

it sucking the light from around it too? 

 “Finally caught on, now have you? Well, that took 

you long enough.” The creature grabbed the collar on 

his coat- well, it did resemble a cloak more than a 

coat, and turned it upward. A wave of malevolent ne-

crotic energy spread outward, sweeping me off my 

feet. I landed on my back, careening into a garbage 

can. My head throbbed as the vicious, bloodthirsty 

evil fiend stalked towards me, levitating a few inches 

off the ground, to clear a moldy pizza box, its cloak 

flapping in the icy breeze. 

 I tried to stand up but couldn’t. Night fell as an-

other wave of frigid energy washed over me and the 

vampire sunk its fangs into my neck. A silent scream 

escaped my lips as I felt the blood escaped from my 

body. 

 As I struggled to remain conscious, the last thing I 

thought I heard was the vampire hissing through its 

bloody teeth, ”Who's the mime now?” 

 

 



The Taylor Swift Lawsuit 
By: Emily Scheuer 

One of the biggest headlines of this year was when 

former radio DJ, David Mueller sexually assaulted 

singer Taylor swift, when he groped her bottom under 

her skirt in 2013. Swift made an announcement about 

this happening to the public that same year which led 

to Mueller getting fired from his job at KYGO. After 

this Mueller filed a civil lawsuit against Swift claim-

ing that she had made the whole thing up and how it 

was “nonsense” because the whole thing had cost him 

his job. Swift made an opposing lawsuit of only $1 

because she didn’t want Mueller to go bankrupt, she 

just wants to make a statement by saying what he did 

was wrong.  

It’s been 4 years since this happened and now in 

2017, Swift has just recently won the lawsuit against 

Mueller making a statement and message to the public. 

The newest Taylor Swift album has just come out a 

few days ago. The first single to come out was her sin-

gle, “Look What You Made Me Do”. Some rumours 

suggest that the song was about the lawsuit and how 

after the groping, how Swift saw the world in a new 

perspective and how she had reinvented herself after 

the lawsuit. Another claim is that Swift countered the 

lawsuit to stand up and use her voice about sexual as-

sault and sending a message to younger girls. No one 

knows how true these rumors are, but we know one 

thing for sure and that is how Taylor Swift won  the 

lawsuit of $1 against David Mueller who sexually as-

saulted her. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

America or Canada? 
By: Elina Suska 

 

 
 

There are many differences between Canada and Amer-

ica. In this article, I will be comparing Canada and America 

using my experience of moving from Ottawa to Berkeley. 

Some of the differences include how people act, the land 

(mountains, forests, etc.), weather, and Donald Trump/

Justin Trudeau. 

Since I moved on August 16, I have noticed that the 

people act differently. At school here at Willard, I’ve no-

ticed that when people bump into each other, they don’t say 

sorry, when someone hands out a paper, nobody says thank 

you except for me, nobody says you’re welcome when I say 

thank you and more people disrespect the staff, but the big-

gest thing I’ve noticed is that most students here only talk 

to their friends and include almost nobody else. To show 

this, I will compare my experience at Willard to my friend 

who was a new student at my old school, Holy Trinity 

Catholic High School (I will not use names).   

My friend had joined our class late and when she got to 

the class my teacher had introduced her. Then when she sat 

down, about half the class was talking to her, asking if they 

could see her schedule and saying they could show her 

where her classes were. When I got here, nobody except 

my ambassador and my teachers talked to me. I didn’t have 

friends for the first week or so, and for that first week or so, 

I had walked around staring at my schedule. Eventually I 

had made some friends and gotten used to the school. 

 
 

Another difference is the land and weather. Here, in 

California the weather stays relatively the same. In Ottawa, 

the seasons are very distinct. In spring, the snow starts to 

melt and it rains more, in the summer it can get very hot, in 

the fall the weather gets cooler and it starts to snow, in win-



ter it gets really cold and there’s snow everywhere. Some-

times in the winter it can get as cold as -40 degrees. The 

land in Ottawa is also different. In Ottawa, the land has less 

mountains and there are lots of lakes and rivers. There are 

also lots of forests, and fields. In Berkeley there are some 

plants that don’t normally grow in Ottawa such as succu-

lents and some shrubs. 

 
 

A big difference is that the president of the USA is 

Donald Trump, and the prime minister of Canada is Justin 

Trudeau. Trump is a racist, sexist, homophobic, celebrity 

and businessman who has nothing to do with politics and 

has done horrible things to women. He pulled out of the 

Paris Climate change agreement, called white supremacists, 

“very fine people” and tried to kick transgender soldiers 

out of the military. Trudeau entered politics to make 

change that would better serve all Canadians. His team is 

focused on creating new jobs, fostering strength out of 

Canada’s rich diversity, fighting climate change, and 

achieving reconciliation with Indigenous People.  

 

 
 

In conclusion, Canada is very different than America 

because of the how people act, the land, weather, and Don-

ald Trump/Justin Trudeau. I also believe that because of the 

way people act and because of Trump, that Canada is better 

than America.  

 TomSka 

By: Yoav Attas and Chaidan Tamaroon 
Thomas James Ridgewell, also known as TomSka, was 

born on June 27, 1990 in Essex, United Kingdom. He is 

known for making sketches, animation, and action vide-

os that he uploads to his YouTube channel. 

Animation 
He’s most famous for creating asdfmovie in 2008, asdf 

is based on emoticons he made himself when he was 

15, a year later in 2006, he made a webcomic named 

asdfcomic. 

 
Also in 2002 he co-founded eddsworld (an animated 

comedy series) with Edd Gould, a famous British ani-

mator who later died from cancer in 2012. Thomas con-

tinued founding eddsworld until he transferred the 

“job” to Edd’s family. 

Sketches 
Tom filmed sketches for the BBC television channel 

which ended up not being aired, later he uploaded those 

videos to his YouTube channel. 

 
He also made other sketches like: The Confession, a 

trilogy witch in every video Tom and some other char-

acter (different every time) are trying to give or get a 

confession and Tom is not the best at it... Meanwhile, a 

trilogy about Tom and another character (again, differ-

ent every time) are sitting in a room, the other character 

asks Tom if he thinks there are parallel universes and 

then we see the same situation in a bunch of other par-

allel universes. 



 Action 
Even Tom’s action videos are comedy. Take for exam-

ple, “Sniper Pug”, soldiers need to defuse a bomb and 

the backup plan is a sniper, dog… only one solider no-

tice that he is a dog and the commander denies it, when 

the soldiers are about to die the commander admits the 

sniper is a dog and in the last second, the dog helps 

them live. 

 

Except animation, sketch comedy, and action he made: 

The book Art is Dead, and the game KatataK 
Art is Dead, The ASDF book is a comic book of some 

of the original, the movie and some new ASDF comics. 

Another thing that Tom made was KatataK, a mobile 

video game and it’s definitely as wired as other things 

Tom makes. In KatataK you need to defend the world 

from alien cats. 
Overall, we enjoy Tom’s videos and think you should 

check them out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Human Rights 
 

Transgender Rights 
By: Rosalena Walter-Welch 

 

 The world has changed over the past thousands of 

years;there have been wars over many different things in-

cluding land, money and beliefs. For example, in many 

religions, marriage is between one man and one woman. 

People are expected to identify with their biological gen-

der, and if anyone does these things differently, they are 

doing it incorrectly. In many Native American beliefs, this 

is very different. If someone is transgender, they are wor-

shipped because they can look at the world from both the 

perspective of a boy and a girl. Our society has become 

much more supportive of the LGBTQ+ community, but 

there is still fear and hate, especially to transgender people 

 Just recently, a young transgender woman, Ally Lee 

Steinfeld, (left) was living at her girlfriend’s house in Ca-

bool, Missouri in the Ozarks. She was reported missing in 

early September by her parents. It was discovered that on 

the day before her birthday, at 17 years of age, Ally was 

murdered by another high schooler, 18 year old Andrew 

Vrba. He stabbed her many times, including in the genitals, 

and gouged her eyes out. The burnt remains of her body 

were found in the henhouse behind the girlfriend’s house in 

a garbage bag. According to time.com, Ally’s girlfriend, 

Briana Calderas, 24 years old, and Andrew Vrba along 

with Isis Schauer, 18 years old, have been charged with 

first degree murder, and a fourth suspect, James Grisby, 25 

years old, was charged with abandonment of a corpse and 

tampering with evidence. Yet still, with all of this infor-

mation, the police refused to believe that this could be a 

hate crime. 

 

  
 

 According to SDGLN, Ally’s parents, Amber and Jo-

seph Steinfeld, have acknowledged that Ally “‘identified as 

female,’ but still use male pronouns in press interviews.” 

They even sometimes refer to her using her childhood nick-

name, Joey, short for Joseph Matthew Steinfeld Jr. 

 The Miami Herald wrote an article on this, and in their 

article, they said, “Vrba originally attempted to poison 



Steinfeld, he told the police, but she did not drink the liquid, 

‘so he used a knife instead’. Vrba told police that he had 

bragged about the brutal killing, going into detail with 

friends about how he gouged out Steinfeld’s eyes and 

stabbed her in the genitals.” I personally, agree with Linda 

Camara, a friend of one of Ally’s cousins. In the article, 

“Transgender teen was stabbed, her eyes gouged out and 

her body burned, the cops say”, Camara says “I still don’t 

know who in their right minds would do something like 

that, killing someone is very bad, but I mean to do it ... oh 

my God, to do it like that. Just ... I ... I ... oh, God. I just 

can’t even see someone doing that.” And can you imagine, 

Vrba was proud of himself for this murder. 

An important event which is coming up is transgender 

day of remembrance, on November 20. This day is in honor 

of all those who have lost their lives in acts of anti-

transgender violence because they identified differently 

than they were born. There is so much of this, but there are 

also many things that can be done to change it. People can 

meet transgender people and get to know them, they can go 

to events, and many more things. One should never judge a 

person based on what they look like, so try to be supportive 

and aware to be rid of hate and violence against the 

LGBTQ+ community once and for all. 

 

#Takeaknee 
By: Erin Bartholomew 

 

Footballers have been standing up for black lives 

by kneeling down.  It started with one.  Colin Kaeper-

nick sat on a bench, unnoticed  while the rest stood 

during the national anthem starting August 14.  On 

August 26, he started to get noticed.  A picture of him 

was taken and news started to get out about it.  He said 

he did it because of issues of race equality and police 

brutality.  On the third day of the season, he was 

joined in taking a knee by Eric Reid.  

 
Kaepernick and Reid (left) had talked a lot and de-

cided that they should take a knee instead of sitting (or 

standing).  “We chose to kneel because it’s a respectful 

gesture. I remember thinking our posture was like a 

flag flown at half-mast to mark a tragedy.” says Eric 

Reid.  After that game, Kaepernick decided to donate 1 

million dollars towards racial problems.  Soon, other 

people started joining them, including Jeremy Lane (of 

the Seahawks), Megan Rapinoe (of the Seattle Reign), 

and Denver Broncos.   

All were in support of the reasons, but some also 

had their own.  For example, on September 4, 2016, 

soccer player Megan Rapinoe (below) took a knee be-

cause she said she was supporting Colin Kaepernick 

and was empathetic to him, because as a gay Ameri-

can, she “knows what it’s like to look at the flag and 

not have it protect all your liberties.  Although, she too 

did it in a respectful manner, many didn’t support 

her.  When the Washington Spirit heard, they inten-

tionally timed the national anthem to be when the two 

teams were still in the locker rooms.  Rapinoe got 

more flack, and much more than she needed for just 

kneeling respectfully. 

  
On September 9, Brandon Marshall also knelt.  He 

lost his endorsement deals from Air Academy Federal 

Credit Union, because they thought that what he did 

was not representing them correctly, although they did 

say, “We wish Brandon well on his future endeav-

ours.”  Although Marshall lost that, he said, 

“Absolutely it was worth the consequences.” 

September 11, 2016 comes, and after taking a knee 

in honor of September 11, 2001, Arian Foster, Michael 

Thomas, Kenny Stills, and Jelani Jenkins (all from the 

Dolphins) all took a knee during the national anthem. 

Soon, many of these protests were happen-

ing.  There were raised fists and locked arms to join 

them.  Even high school teams were kneel-

ing.  Parkway High School, in Louisiana was one of 

them.  The principal (Waylon Bates), tried to ban 

#takeaknee at the school. 

Perhaps you’re wondering what the big orange 

cheeto said.  Among his tweets, one was, “If NFL fans 

refuse to go to games until players stop disrespecting 

their Flag and Country, you will see change take 



place.  Fire or suspend!”  Trump also said that team 

owners should “fire any son of a bitch who disrespects 

our flag.” 

These players are acknowledging that something 

needs to change. They are being respectful, but mak-

ing a point.  As one ex-NFL player said, “They are not 

taking knees because of our flags and soldiers, they 

are taking a knee because of what’s going on in their 

neighborhoods.  I think that keeps getting missed.”   
 

Saudi Arabia Finally Agreed to let 

Women Drive 
By: Blen Rezene 

 

 
 

Saudi Arabia had finally agreed to let women 

drive on September 26th. After many decades of pro-

testing they finally promised that they would let wom-

en drive. But not everybody was happy about that. 

Men aren’t happy that their wives might be able to 

drive now. Because everything comes one step at a 

time. And they probably thought that now that women 

can drive the next thing they know they will be able to 

work and will be stronger than them. They are intimi-

dated by women. The decision that women couldn’t 

drive was made in 1990. Many women protested but 

as a result many lost their jobs.  

One of the many ridiculous reason why they 

banned women from driving was because they 

claimed that driving harms women's ovaries according 

to the New York Times. Saudi Arabia from the past 

few years had been improving by giving women more 

privileges. According to the New York Times “ In-

creasing numbers of women are working in a growing 

number of professions, and in 2015, women were al-

lowed to vote and to run for seats on the kingdom’s 

local councils.”  But even though Saudi Arabia had 

been making these improvements there are still a lot 

of steps to take until Saudi Arabian women have the 

same privileges as men. 

In the picture as you can probably see the women 

here are protesting for their rights because they cannot 

go anywhere without the men in their lives controlling 

them. Here are some of the things Saudi Arabian 

women cannot do according to the New York Times 

“Under these laws, women cannot travel abroad, work 

or undergo some medical procedures without the con-

sent of their male “guardian,” often a father, a hus-

band or even a son. While the enforcement of guardi-

anship laws has loosened in recent years, there is little 

to stop Saudi men from greatly limiting the move-

ments of their wives or daughters.” In this quote from 

the New York Times you can see that they cannot 

even undergo a medical procedure without the men 

giving consent. Even your own son would be able to 

control you just because he is a male and you are the 

female. Even though they might be able to drive it is 

still not decided if they can work as professional driv-

ers.  

After the announcement went out that women 

would soon be able to drive there was an anonymous 

protest going around that said that if women were go-

ing to start driving that would cause unwanted things 

in the country. According to the New York Times “ 

After the change on the driving ban was announced, 

an anonymous text circulated through Whatsapp in the 

kingdom calling on the “virtuous ones” to work 

against its implementation, to protect against epidem-

ics, adultery and other disasters. 

At the news conference, the ambassador insisted 

that the decision would not be reversed or seriously 

opposed.”  This proves that not everyone is happy 

about the announcement. There were some protesters 

but since they wanted to anonymous they must have 

been scared to really say what they wanted out loud. 

But even through these protests the ambassador still 

decided to go for it. Some of the richest Arabs are 

from Saudi Arabia, Saudi Arabia is a rich country it is 

also very strict with it’s rules but why did they decide 

to stop women from driving? Are the men intimidated 

by the women? According to Forbes Middle East all 

the richest Arabs from 2017 are all men. If women 

start driving today pretty soon they will start to be-

come rich and powerful, is that what men are so afraid 

of? Saudi Arabia will keep moving one step at a time 

to provide equality for all. 

 

 
 



Politics 
 

Transgender Military Ban 
By: Audrey Abrahams 

 

On July 26, President Donald Trump announced 

on his personal twitter account that he was banning 

transgender people from serving in the US military. It 

was announced in an attempt to resolve an argument 

about tax-payer money going to pay for things like 

hormone therapy for transgender soldiers. Trump’s 

decision was made very quickly and seemingly caught 

the white house off guard, making it unclear whether 

transgender troops would be able to continue serving, 

but transgender people wouldn’t be able to join, or if 

all transgender people would have to stop serving en-

tirely. As of September 15th, the pentagon has made 

the decision to allow transgender soldiers to reenlist 

for the next few months while they figure out how to 

enforce a ban. 

Donald Trump’s tweet says “ After consultation 

with my Generals and military experts, please be ad-

vised that the United States government will not ac-

cept or allow transgender individuals to serve in any 

capacity in the U.S. military. Our military must be fo-

cused on decisive and overwhelming victory, and can-

not be burdened with the tremendous medical costs 

and disruption that transgender in the military would 

entail. Thank you.” This tweet makes it clear that his 

main concern is the cost of transgender troops, howev-

er, Transgender people serving in  the military would 

only increase annual spending by an infinitesimal 

0.04%. Transgender people serving in the military 

costs less than it costs to provide security for Melania 

in Trump tower, and less than it costs for Trump to go 

to Mar-a-lago.  
 

 

  

 When Donald Trump ran for president, he called 

himself an ally to the LGBTQ+ community, support-

ing transgender people’s right to use the bathroom of 

their choice. Since he’s been in office he seems to be 

going back on his promise to do everything he can for 

lgbtq people. In June he made the decision not to 

acknowledge lgbt pride month. He’s also undone 

some laws protecting transgender children, and took 

some lgbtq information off of the white house web-

site. Now that he is trying to put this military ban in 

place, many lgbt Trump supporters are questioning his 

pro lgbtq stance. 

 

 

 Transgender people face so many challenges as 

they go through life. Bathroom bills threaten to force 

them into bathrooms they feel uncomfortable in,  they 

are murdered at an absolutely appalling rate, and are 

the target of transphobic rage.  Not being able to serve 

their country, would be another setback on the path to 

acceptance and equal rights. Progress can only happen 

if we stop discriminating against Transgender people 

and dehumanizing them. 

 

For the next several months, transgender soldiers 

may continue to enlist in the military. However, this is 

only until a way to enforce the ban is agreed upon. For 

the time being we do not know exactly what will hap-

pen to the transgender people who risk their lives for 

the US, and whether they will be able to continue to 

serve. 

 

 

 
 

 



Confederate Monuments in the South 
By Molly F. 

 

On Saturday, August 12, James Alex Fields drove 

a car into a crowd of people in Charlottesville, North 

Carolina, killing one woman and wounding at least 19 

others. Heather D. Heyer, the woman killed, was pro-

testing the white nationalist groups that had showed up 

to rally against the removal of a statue of Robert E. 

Lee, a Confederate general. The Confederacy was the 

attempt during the civil war to create a country in 

which slavery was legal. 

To add insult to injury, Trump’s response to the 

violence was less than reassuring. His initial state-

ments blamed violence on “many sides”. Later, he 

changed his stance on the issue, saying, “Racism is 

evil.” But after issuing this statement, he 

mocked Kenneth C. Frazier, the head of Merck 

Pharmaceuticals and one of the country’s top African-

American executives, according to the New York 

Times. Frazier announced that he was resigning from 

the American Manufacturing Council in response to 

Trump’s initial response. Many other people reacted 

negatively as well, including Trump’s peers in Britain 

and Germany. Some Republican leaders even spoke 

out, condemning the violence and criticising Trump’s 

response. 

According to a survey conducted by the Southern 

Poverty Law Center, there are at least 718 monuments 

and statues of Confederate icons, almost 300 of which 

are in Virginia Georgia, or North Carolina. “This 

study, while far from comprehensive, identified a total 

of 1,503… Confederate place names and other sym-

bols” said the SPLC in an article. These relics from the 

Confederacy are scattered throughout the South, and 

people are trying to figure out what to do with them. 

 
One city has taken an unexpected approach to this 

problem. Monument Avenue, a street in Richmond, 

Virginia, is lined with statues from the state’s confed-

erate past. Yet a new statue was added recently, of ten-

nis legend Arthur Ashe holding a stack of books in one 

hand, and a tennis racket in another. And this is not the 

only step Richmond has taken to “add context,” as 

Time magazine’s Josh Sanburn puts it. Richmond has 

added memorials to President Lincoln, and a statue of 

Maggie Walker, the first African-American woman to 

charter a bank. "I want Richmond to tell the whole sto-

ry of its people," Richmond’s mayor, Levar Stoney, 

told Time magazine. "Not just a one-sided story of the 

Lost Cause and the Confederacy. Right now we have 

an opportunity in our history to redefine who these 

people were." 

 
Still, many cities have decided to remove the stat-

ues. The New York Times published a list of the cities 

with statues that have come down, and over 40 cities 

that have removed statues, or are planning to do so. 

The list includes cities as far from the South as Seattle, 

Washington, and Helena, Montana. Monuments were 

even removed from Los Angeles and San Diego, in 

our own California. 

Even closer to home, Joseph Le Conte, a celebrated 

environmentalist and the namesake of Le Conte ele-

mentary, was also a slave owner and supporter of the 

confederacy. In addition, Berkeley’s namesake, 

George Berkeley, owned slaves and was an avid sup-

porter of slavery. 

These examples show that relics from slavery are 

everywhere, even in places as progressive as Berkeley. 

This is an important issue, and one that will continue 

to stay relevant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Trickle Down Economics 
By: Harry Waterman 

 

The Trump administration and the Republicans in Con-

gress are currently trying to change the country’s tax 

laws.  Many of the proposed changes cut taxes paid by the 

rich.  Trickle down economics is the reason why millions 

and millions of people believe that the rich should have 

these tax cuts. The concept of trickle down economics is 

simple, but poorly thought out. It goes something like this: 

wealthy people get tax breaks from the government.  In 

turn, they are more likely to spend their money and put it 

into the economy.  Thus, smaller businesses get the money, 

and the money eventually “trickles down” to the poor. But 

how has this been used in the past? How have people bene-

fitted from this psychology, and where are the leaks? 

Trickle down economics started with Hoover, who tried 

to get America out of the great depression using this tactic. 

Will Rogers, a comedian, coined the term “trickle down 

economics.” The term was then used to attack President 

Ronald Reagan’s income tax cuts in the 1980s. Since then, 

many people aiming to cut taxes hope that the Trickle 

Down Theory will work it’s magic. The idea seems plausi-

ble, however, it’s not. The reasons it doesn’t work lies in 

the nature of the wealthy. An old theory called the “Horse 

and Sparrow Theory” suggests that: “If you feed the horse 

enough oats, some will pass through to the road for the 

sparrows.” This is a ludicrous statement. According to sta-

tistics, tax cuts do not cause economic growth. In 1982, 

Reagan cut taxes for the rich. \ 

The graph shows that the tax rate on the top earners 

(the pink line) continues to drop, but the growth in gross 

domestic product (GDP) still shoots all over the place, un-

correlated to the cuts. Further, the income rate did not 

change when the tax cuts were implemented. The average 

income was actually highest when the rich were taxed at a 

high rate. The same goes with the amount of new jobs. Like 

income growth, jobs can not be created by trickle down 

economics. The economy doesn’t profit if the rich get tax 

cuts. So why do it? 

 
 

 

Of course, there are still some firm believers of the the-

ory. Why do they support the idea? Some say that trickle 

down economics brought us out of the recession of the ear-

ly 80’s. Really, tax cuts were just one of the the many tac-

tics used to get the country out of the recession. Another of 

these tactics was government spending, which was in-

creased by 2.5 percent. By putting government money into 

the economy, the country can recover. This was also used 

by Obama to get American out of the recession of 

2008.   To help the economy, the rich shouldn't need an 

incentive to invest their money in the economy. Instead, 

they tend to save their money or invest it in big companies, 

neither of which cause growth. The government should in-

crease spending if the economy needs help. 

Overall, the examples above prove that trickle down 

economics is not economically sound. Real solutions for 

problems that have been tried to be solved with the theory 

lie elsewhere. Trump’s reason for tax cuts is obviously for 

his personal gain, or for a reason that blatantly doesn’t 

work. 
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Interviews with 6th Graders 
By Blen Rezene, Isaraya White 

 

Sebastian's interview:   

                                    

Isaraya: How old are you? 

Sebastian: I'm 10 years old 

Isaraya:  What elementary school did you go to? 

Sebastian: I went to EB 

Isaraya: Who is your favorite teacher? 

Sebastian: Ms Arthur 

Isaraya: What do you like about Willard so far 

Sebastian: The variety of sports 

Isaraya: Are you the oldest sibling? 

Sebastian: Yes I'm the oldest 

Isaraya: What's your favorite color? 

Sebastian: Gold 

Isaraya: What's your favorite food 

Sebastian: Snail. It’s called Escargot 

Isaraya: What your favorites sport? 

Sebastian: Football and soccer 

Isaraya: Who are your teachers? 

Sebastian: Mr. Fike Ms. Arthur Ms. Munoz Ms. 

Milner 

 

Olivia's interview: 

 
Isaraya: How old are you? 

Olivia: I am 11 years old 

Isaraya: What elementary school did you go to? 

Olivia: I went to John Muir 

Isaraya: Who is your favorite teacher 

Olivia: I do not know yet 

Isaraya: What do you like about about willard so far? 

Olivia: They have co-ed soccer team 

Isaraya: Are you the oldest or youngest sibling? 

Olivia: I'm the youngest sibling 

Isaraya:  what's your favorite color? 

Olivia: Green 

Isaraya: What's your favorite food? 

Olivia: Fruit 

Isaraya: What's your favorite sport? 

Olivia: Soccer 

Isaraya: Who are your teachers? 

Olivia:   Mr. Fike Ms Arthur Ms. MIlner Ms. 

Munoz                                                                            

                                  

Hayden’s Interview: 

  
Isaraya: What's your name? 

Hayden: Hayden 

Isaraya: How old are you? 

Hayden: I'm 12 years old 

Isaraya: What elementary school did you go to? 

Hayden: I went to Malcolm X Elementary School 

Isaraya: Who's your favorite teacher? 

Hayden: Ms Arthur and Ms Milner 

Isaraya: What do you like about Willard so far? 

Hayden: I like making new friends 

Isaraya: How many siblings do you have? 

Hayden: 2 

Isaraya: Are you the oldest or the youngest? 

Hayden:  I'm the middle child 

Isaraya:  What's your favorite color? 

Hayden: Blue 

Isaraya:  What's your favorite food? 

Hayden:  Pizza 

Isaraya:  What's your favorite sports? 

Hayden:  Basketball and soccer 

Isaraya: Who are your teachers? 

Hayden : Ms Arthur, Ms Milner, Ms Muniz, Mr Fike,   

Isaraya: Are you the youngest or oldest? 

Hayden: The middle 

Isaraya: What's your favorite color? 

Hayden: Blue 

Isaraya:  What's your favorite food? 

Hayden: Pizza 

Isaraya: What's your favorite sport? 

Hayden: Soccer and basketball 



Muhammad's interview: 

 
Isaraya: What's your name? 

Muhammad: Muhammad   

Isaraya: How old are you 

Muhammad: I'm 12 years old 

Isaraya: Who's your favorite teacher 

Muhammad: Ms. Arthur 

Isaraya: What elementary school did you go to ? 

Muhammad: Le Conte 

Isaraya: What do you like about Willard so far ? 

Muhammad: sports 

Isaraya: What your favorite color? 

Muhammad: blue 

Isaraya: How many sibling do you have? 

Muhammad:4 

Isaraya: Are you the oldest or youngest? 

Muhammad: Second youngest 

Isaraya: What your favorite sports? 

Muhammad: soccer, basketball, baseball 

Isaraya: What your teacher names? 

Muhammad: :Ms. Arthur  

Muhammed/: Ms. Munoz, Mr. Fike, Ms. Milner, Ms. 

Arthur 

 

Trixie’s Interview: 

 

 
Isaraya: What do you like about Willard so far? 

Trixie:   Don't know 

Isaraya: How many sibling do you have? 

Trixie : 2 

Isaraya: Are you the oldest or youngest sibling? 

Trixie:  youngest 

Isaraya: What is your favorite color? 

Trixie: blue 

Isaraya: What's your favorite food? 

Trixie: tacos 

Isaraya: what sports do you play? 

Trixie: soccer 

Isaraya: How old are you? 

Trixie: i am 11 years old 

Isaraya: What elementary did you go to? 

Trixie: EB 

Isaraya: Who’s your favorite your teacher? 

Trixie: Ms. Arthur 

Isaraya: What are your teachers names? 

Trixie:   Ms. Munoz, Mr, Fike, Ms. Milner, Ms Arthur 

 

Marquella’s Interview: 

 

 
 

Isaraya: How old are you? 

Markayla: I am 11 years old 

Isaraya: who is your favorite teacher 

Markayla:  Ms. Arthur 

Isaraya:  What Elementary school did you go to 

Markayla: I went to Malcolm X elementary 

Isaraya: How many siblings do you have? 

Markayla: 4 

Isaraya: how are you the oldest or the youngest? 

Markayla: Second to youngest 

Isaraya: What's your favorite color? 

Marqkayla: blue 

Isaraya: What’s your favorite food? 

Markayla: undecided 

Isaraya: what’s your favorite sports? 

Markayla: soccer basketball Baseball 

Isaraya: who is your teacher? 

Markayla: Miss Miller Miss Munoz, Mr. Fike, Ms. 

Arthur 
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